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B a s s i s t 
Tr ev  Tu r l e y 
was featured 
recently in this 

magazine, but has now followed 
it up with his autobiography 
featuring some fine front cover 
ar twork courtesy of P.J.Crooks.
This is another of those books 
not by a chart-topping musician 
but one who is a hard working 
player with great stories to tell, 
and Turley does this indeed, with 
great humour, giving everyone an 
enjoyable read.

He calls it a personal memoir 
of playing the bass guitar for over 
fifty years and there are not that 
many books by bassists. The last I 
remember was by Guy Pratt and 
this is every bit as good. Turley 
speaks of his hopes, his dreams, 
failures and successes in equal 
measure; the tone is set by the 
opening lines of his introduction: 
“It was a Wednesday 2nd October 
2013, about 5:45 pm in Acton, 
London. Wednesdays were band 
rehearsal nights and as usual I was 
the f irst one there having driven 
the furthest from the East to the 
West.” These words will ring true 
for many a musician, honing their 
sound for upcoming gigs and doing 
what they love most of all...playing 
to a live audience. This is a story of 
one man and his music and over 
these 287 pages it’s quite a story. 

Semi-professional for most of 
his life, he didn’t go full time until 
2015, but with a career as long 
as his, where do you begin? Well, 
there’s many a reminder of bands 
Turley has played in: Nick And 
The Dogs, Ferret, The Bare Bones 
Boogie Band, The Joe Anderton 
Band and the Mojo Preachers. 
There’s hugely entertaining stories 
along the way and an excellent 
photo section - a joy in itself with 
lovely old photos right from his 
first gig in 1972.

Add to that a hugely interesting 
chapter on what Tur ley calls 
‘Fleeting Combinations And Odd 
Jobs’, those one-off sessions with 
info about the various tracks he’s 
played on. He writes about his 
legacy album Cherish Ever and 
about the Random Earth Project 
which, as he says, while The Mojo 
Preachers died a passive, Covid-
related death, the Earth Project 
f l ickered into li fe before the 
embers had died.

The changes throughout 
his musical career make this a 

fascinating and continually enjoyable 
read. Turley may not be famous 
in the minds of many, but he’s a 
superb bass man who’s played a lot 
of great music with much more to 
come. And he writes a great story. 
Do grab a copy and a coffee,  and 
join him on his musical journey. 
You’ll love it!

Pete Clack

Holy Blues: 
Richard 
Koechli
Tredition Books 

T h i s  i s  a 
huge subjec t 
to write about 
a n d  S w i s s 
musician/writer 

Richard Koechli has done a superb 
job. His mission is to tell us “how 
African American Christian music 
influenced western cultural history 
and forever changed the world 
of song.” We may not realise just 
how much of the music we hear 
today - blues, jazz, soul, R&B, folk 
country, rock, pop and even hip 
hop - is influenced by “holy blues”, 
the music of the people. Whether 
we are aware of it or not, it’s there 
and the author shows through 
American history how the various 
styles have changed over the years. 

From the spirituals, songs of 
survival, through the Civil War, 
Gospel music, early black recorded 
music, the minstrel shows, the 
marketing of both blues and soul, 
it’s all covered but in a way that’s 
never full of over emphasis on facts 
and figures, but is always about the 
music and those who both created 
and per formed it . In its pages 
some very famous and influential 
names leap out; Sister Rosetta 
Tharpe, Rober t Johnson, Blind 
Willie Johnson (who so inspired 
Led Zeppelin), Mahalia Jackson, 
Thomas A. Dorsey, The Blind 
Boys Of Alabama, right through to 
Mississippi John Hurt, Ry Cooder, 
B.B.King, Kelly Joe Phelps, Mavis 
Staples and so many others. Artists 
we all most likely have many 
recordings by. 

In his ear ly days B .B .K ing 
performed many gospel songs, as 
did John Hurt, with Ry Cooder’s 
Prodigal Son album more recently 
carrying that tradition. Gospel 
music has inspired so much,if not 
most of what we hear today and 
has done over hundreds of years. 
How the author has condensed all 
this into his book is simply proof of 
his skills as a writer and, whether 
you’re a Christian or not, it will 
open your eyes to just how much 
Holy Blues has touched our lives 
through music. 

Pete Clack
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Boogie 
Man – The 
Adventures 
of John Lee 
Hooker in 
the Twentieth 
Century 
Charles Shaar 
Murray

Cannongate Books
This book was first published 

in 2011, and is illuminating not 
only for the Hooker story, but 
for its explanations of the times 
and places it visits. The author 
travelled with JLH and interviewed 
many of his friends and associates 
who have punctuated the tale with 
many first-hand anecdotes. Many 
recollections are given in the first 
person, with their appropriate 
accents. Some contradict Hooker’s 
own recollections, so there are 
assertions like “Hell no, tha’s not 
the way it wuz at all!” Authorial 
research provides evidence to 
eliminate some contradictory 
claims, but many remain unresolved 
(even down to Hooker’s year of 
birth), so the reader has plenty to 
chew over.

Hooker made Detroit his 
hometown, not Chicago which 
is considered the centre of the 
early blues recordings. He was the 
bigger fish in a smaller pond so to 
speak, but the book deals well with 
the differences and similarities of 
the two much-related cultures. 
Detroit, of course, spawned Tamla 
Motown – the biggest soul label 
and a huge influence on the music 
of the sixties. Hooker played a 
part in the scene which nurtured 
the roots of Tamla, at a time when 
R&B was more B than R and before 
it became popularly known as soul. 

Around the same time in New 
York, he set a young Bob Dylan on 
course for stardom when Dylan 
would open for John at a series 
of gigs at Gerde’s Folk City. This 
was a prolific time for JLH, both 
recording and touring, with more 
songs committed to tape than 
one could shake a stick at, many 
not released. This brought him 
to Europe and the U.K. where he 
was welcomed and treated much 
better than he was used to in the 
States.

There are tales of corrupt 
recording and publishing deals, not 
just John Lee’s - everyone was at it 
and the narrative often diverts to 
other artists who were exploited 
in a similar way. No artists seemed 
to earn much money from their 
records, only their publishers, 
record companies, managers and 
hangers on – a familiar story. This 
is a biography with a lot of ground 
to cover, illustrated by some great 
anecdotes and moving from the 
Delta to the cities. Best read with 
ready access to music downloads 

as there are copious references 
and insights to tracks you will 
never have heard of – that I can 
guarantee. Right now I’m listening 
to ‘Tupelo’ – what a great memoir 
of the great flood of 1927.

Moz Copestake

Tampa Red – 
The Forgotten 
King Of The 
Blues
Richard 
Koechli
Tredition Books       

Tampa Red, 
real name Hudson Whittaker, was 
born in Smithville, Georgia in 1904 
and passed away in Chicago in 
1981. He was one of the pioneers 
of precise bottleneck guitar playing, 
a style that earned him his billing as 
The Guitar Wizard.  Teaming up 
with Thomas A. Dorsey in 1925 
and sweeping the black theatre 
circuit, Red later joined the Hokum 
Jug Band before a long solo career. 
With many of his classic recordings 
still available, little is actually known 
about his life and music.

Richard Koechli is a Swiss born 
musician and a highly respected 
writer on American roots music, 
so he’s cer tainly the right man 
for the job. Tampa Red should be 
mentioned in the same breath as 
Robert Johnson, Muddy Waters 
and B. B . King: for more than 
twenty years, Red set the tone 
for the music in Chicago, the first 
to play a brass guitar, one of the 
pioneers of using the electr ic 
guitar. A true slide vir tuoso, he 
wrote well over three hundred 
songs, becoming a mentor to 
many who later became stars in 
their own right. Sadly towards the 
end of his life, ill heath came upon 
him and he died as “a lonely and 
forgotten man.”

Koechli certainly brings to life 
the blues scene of the time; the 
story of this pioneer blues artist 
comes alive on these pages. You’ll 
soon find yourself searching out 
those classic recordings to hear 
him. He accompanied Ma Rainey, 
Walter Horton and was imitated 
by folk like Robert Nighthawk. His 
songs included ‘Sweet Black Angel’, 
’Love Her With A Feeling’ and ‘It 
Hurts Me Too.’

What makes this book so 
readable is the style of writing; 
much more a conversational style 
and throughout we gain a real 
insight into the man, his friends and 
his views on music. Koechli’s style is 
like dropping in on a conversation 
- he’s written a book that draws 
you nicely into a past world. For 
any blues fan, especially of Chicago 
blues, this really is a must read.

Pete Clack
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